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GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AMENDMENT BILL 2019 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 13 November. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [4.04 pm] — in reply: I rise to conclude the second 
reading debate on the Government Railways Amendment Bill 2019. I thank members on this side of the house for 
their very good contributions to the issue of trespass on our rail lines. I particularly acknowledge the member for 
Thornlie and some of the issues he is facing with trail bikes going onto the easements of the rail line through his 
electorate. It will be interesting as we do further work through that area whether further noise mitigation and other 
protections might help protect the corridor a bit more given the significant issue he raised in his contribution to the 
second reading. 
As we said, this bill seeks to increase the maximum fine for trespass on the rail network from $200 to $5 000. It is 
a significant increase by any stretch of the imagination, and something that has not happened for many, many 
years. One of the reasons we chose $ 5 000 was to be in line with penalties and fines in other states. That figure was 
agreed to because we thought it would be the right amount of penalty to be imposed by this bill. 
In the opposition’s stance of opposing this bill and this increase, it was surprising to see its members wanting to play 
cheap politics on something like this. It is a serious issue and something we take seriously. We are implementing 
a number of measures across government to try to reduce the amount of trespassing on our rail lines. I will outline 
again some of the initiatives. We have a targeted social media campaign highlighting to the public the dangers of 
trespassing and a media campaign to stop photographers taking pictures of wedding parties on the track. People 
wanting to have their wedding photos taken on our rail lines is a relatively new issue. We are deploying transit 
officers to build valuable relationships with high-risk youths through social activities to promote rail safety and 
highlight the dangers of trespassing. I was able to attend a function at the Public Transport Authority to reward 
some of the activities many transit officers have undertaken, particularly working with youth to try to divert them 
from undertaking that type of activity on our rail lines. It is something the PTA has been heavily involved in. A lot 
of good work is being undertaken by transit officers in that space. We are providing ongoing support in delivering 
the Right Track education program to encourage young people to become more responsible for their own safety while 
using the rail network. Transperth train operators are working with the WA Police Force to prevent graffiti-related 
trespass incidents at railcar depots, stations and sidings on the PTA network. As I said, I think we are doing a lot 
across the agency to try to reduce the incidence of trespass. 
There has been some commentary about some of the numbers that I outlined in my second reading speech, which 
showed that in 2016–17, there were 328 category B notifiable occurrences of trespass and in 2017–18 that number 
increased. The issue concerning this is that although the number has increased, a lot can also be attributed to 
changes in the Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator reporting guidelines and how we interpret those 
guidelines has changed. Our reporting has become a lot more rigorous as well. That is outlined in the annual report, 
in my second reading speech and I think it was outlined in the media statement. Although there has been an increase, 
a lot of it can also be attributed to how we interpret the Office of Rail Safety guidelines. I just want to make that 
point. This whole claim that somehow the creation of a McGowan Labor government led to everyone wanting to 
trespass on our rail lines is false. When you look at the whole history of category B notifiable occurrences, there 
were significant increases under the previous government, too. 
When the opposition spokesperson stands up and says that Labor was elected and everyone went and trespassed 
on our train lines, we have to wonder about not only what motivates those types of comments, but also what end 
she is trying to achieve. It is a political thing. A change of government does not affect whether people trespass on 
train lines. The figures show a significant increase of trespass under the previous government, but I do not think it 
is because there was a Liberal government; I just think there has been some trends, which we are trying to address 
and stop in a number of ways. 
The opposition spokesperson also commented that our train system is likened to a war zone. That is what she said. 
Ms L. Mettam: No, I didn’t! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I think the member said that. 
Ms L. Mettam: No, I did not say that. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What did the member say? 
Ms L. Mettam: I was reading a comment from a transit officer. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: What did the member say? 
Ms L. Mettam: I’m quoting. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member stood up. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 14 November 2019] 

 p8950b-8952a 
Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [2] 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Minister for Tourism! I think the Minister for Transport has the 
matter in hand. Thank you. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The opposition spokesperson for transport was keen to participate in commentary about 
likening our rail system to a war zone. The member for Warnbro has been in a war zone, and his commentary would 
suggest that the Warnbro train station is nothing like Afghanistan—sorry, the member for Willagee. Why would the 
opposition spokesperson come in and try to undermine confidence in our rail system? If she wanted to become the — 
Ms L. Mettam: Your numbers have flatlined. You’re undermining it yourself. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member is wrong again. 
Ms L. Mettam: No, two per cent. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. The member is wrong again. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Honestly, it is hard not to say what I think in this place sometimes. Does the member just not 
understand it, or does she just not care about being wrong? She has that look on her face that tells me I do not think 
she actually understands how wrong she is. 
Ms L. Mettam: Very sensitive! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. It is just that I have, in my past life and in my current life, dealt with facts. It is what has 
allowed me to get to where I am. When the member sits there with that look on her face and completely misleads 
the house, the member either does not know she is doing it, or she is doing it maliciously. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the House! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Sorry. I was just getting some stationery. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member is out there, claiming wrong figures about patronage and saying the rail system 
is a war zone, and, somehow, she is not undermining public transport system. As I said, the member tries to portray 
something that is not right. Frankly, we have seen a pretty strong increase in the patronage numbers, relative to 
the population. We are very big supporters, promoters and builders of the public transport system. Member for 
Dawesville, thank you for your cameo appearance on this bill. It was something about “Liberals like rail.” It was 
not only a cameo, but also good comedy.  
Mr D.A. Templeman: It was champagne comedy! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was a champagne comedy appearance! The member for Dawesville was somehow trying to 
pretend that the Liberal Party likes rail, and I thank him for that. 
Mr W.R. Marmion: You did point out, didn’t you, about car parks? 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: I didn’t. The member for Nedlands wanted me to raise the point about car parks, but I missed it. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Nedlands had the opportunity. I saw the member for Nedlands reading his 
newsletter yesterday to see what he was up to in his electorate! It was very interesting! 
I am surprised that the opposition wanted to play politics with this. This is an extraordinary increase; it is 
a multifaceted approach. The proposed amendment shows what I call dartboard policy—“What number shall we 
pick to fine people?” The opposition hit on $12 000. I suppose we will be debating that amendment. I understand 
that it may be debated in the next sitting week. Again, the Liberal Party is all over the place on public transport. 
The Liberal Party says that public transport is a war zone and that it is not working, and then there is a cameo 
appearance by the member for Dawesville, saying that he likes it. The member for Churchlands cannot help 
himself. Whenever he is interviewed about anything, he wants to run down the Ellenbrook rail line, and then the 
Liberal Party puts him back in the cupboard. The member for Churchlands cannot help himself on the Ellenbrook 
rail line, nor can the member for Cottesloe, who had to stand up in a third reading debate and apologise for what 
he said in the second reading debate about the Ellenbrook rail line. 

As I said, I assumed that this bill would get overwhelming support. It is a positive thing; it is a good thing. It is 
a good thing for the community. An amendment will be moved. Some blatantly political and incorrect points were 
made yet again by the member for Vasse. I am not sure who does the member for Vasse’s research, but we will go 
through it. I had hoped that this bill would not be a political football but that it would be just a good change to 
increase penalties to discourage people from trespassing on our train tracks to make the train system safer for 
everybody involved, in particular the passengers and the whole community. The member raised the issue of 
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assaults on transit guards, but she failed to mention that we have increased the number of transit guards across the 
system. We are increasing the number of transit guards, building Metronet and increasing patronage across the 
system. There is an overall package of reform. I think the member for Armadale outlined how important the 
Armadale rail line is to his community. Many of us in this place who have electorates bordering on existing or 
future rail lines know the importance of our rail system. As I said, I always get confused by the member for Vasse, 
because she said she supported the bill, but then I think she called it half baked. I am not sure why the member for 
Vasse would support a half-baked bill. I do not know whether she is going to support this bill or not, but I know 
that it is long overdue. Under this government, we are increasing penalties and we are doing a lot to discourage 
trespassing on our rail lines. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave denied to proceed forthwith to third reading. 
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